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Dear CSD Parents/Guardians: 
 
The incident at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, TX, is senseless, horrific, and tragic. Please join me 
in sending any positive thoughts and support that may be within your purview to the school district, 
school, family, and community during this most difficult time. The Robb Elementary School 
incident makes it the deadliest school shooting since 2012, which took 26 lives at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Newtown, Conn. 
 
School Shooting Information 
Experts share that school shootings are statistically rare, and schools are relatively safe for children 
and staff. However, they also note that more mass shootings in schools have occurred in increasing 
frequency in the last 20 years. The FBI reported 61 active shootings in the United States in 2021. Active 
shootings are defined as “one or more individuals actively engaged in killing or attempting to kill people 
in a populated area.”  
 
School Safety 
While we recognize that schools are relatively safe places for our children and staff, we also must be 
aware of the increase in incidents since 2018. Therefore, as we finish the approximately 12 school days 
remaining, all schools have been directed to stay vigilant in following school safety processes and 
procedures to ensure that each person in our facilities is safe. Please be reminded of the following: 
 
1) Refresh/Remind your child of emergency procedures. Please take a few extra minutes to 
review/remind your son or daughter of any emergency steps you or the school may have previously 
discussed with them. This can provide the confidence needed to act quickly in emergencies. 
 
2) Know and follow school security and safety measures. These include but are not limited to making 
sure you report to the office, sign in when visiting the school, remain only in areas designated for the 
public, and wear a visitor pass. In addition, please help us to keep doors to the schools locked and 
properly closed. 
 
3) Talk with your children about safety. Be specific. Talk about instinct and paying attention to funny 
feelings of fear. Explain/remind them what to do if they don't feel safe.  
 
4) Inform the school administration or appropriate staff about health, emotional, or behavioral 
concerns you observe or hear about. Please ensure the appropriate administrator or staff member is 
made aware of any potential safety issues/concerns. 
 
5) Be involved. School safety is everyone's responsibility. Be a part of the eyes and ears to ensure school 
safety procedures are implemented. Of course, if you see something, please say something, and report it. 
 
6) Police Presence: CSD has been in contact with our police departments who have increased their 
presence around our schools. 



 

 
To support school districts and our families, the Pennsylvania Department of Education would like to 
offer the following resources to support these discussions: 
  

National Association of School Psychologists:  
·         School Violence Prevention: Tips for Parents & Educators (nasponline.org) 

  
Pennsylvania Department of Education: 

·         Managing Your Youth’s Emotions When You’re Stressed 
 
Finally, I recognize that our faculty, staff, students, parent/guardians, and community have experienced a 
challenging two years due to the pandemic. Unfortunately, this incident only adds to the stress, and thus 
each of us must monitor our feelings and emotions for our well-being. Some of your children may have 
heard about the incident and have questions or concerns. Please assure them that schools are still some of 
the safest places to be and, if necessary, reach out to the school to arrange an opportunity for them to 
speak with the school counselor.  
 
With gratitude and appreciation for your continued support of CSD, thank you for all you have done and 
continue to do. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dana T. Bedden, Ed.D., CAA 
Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/school-violence-prevention/school-violence-prevention-tips-for-parents-and-educators
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/MentalHealth/Pages/ManagingChildsEmotions.aspx
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